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December 1st, 2019 

  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
Sharing the Gospel of Jesus with all people 

through worship, service and care 

 
As we gather for worship today, we acknowledge that the 

land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory, the 

ancestral land of several Indigenous nations, and part of 

the homeland of the Metis.  We respect the sacredness of 

our shared home and the ground on which we walk, and we 

are grateful for its stewardship through the centuries. 

All Hymn words printed by permission.  All rights reserved. 

OneLicense # A720662 

SINGING THE SPIRIT  MV 18 (sing 2X) 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

pure and holy, tried and true; 

with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

words and music: John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs 

CALL TO WORSHIP & GATHERING PRAYER 
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REFLECTION    

MISSION MESSAGE & OFFERING  

HYMN – When We Gather At The Table (MV 198)  

COMMUNION 

 

HYMN – Born In Human Likeness (MV 47) 

CHOIR BENEDICTION   

May the light of Christ surround us, 

and the love of Christ enfold us, 

and the pow’r of Christ protect us 

forevermore. 

Forever and ever, forevermore. 

words and music: Tom Fettke 

POSTLUDE 
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CHOIR MINISTRY OF MUSIC 

Creator of the Stars of Night 
CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM, Sarum plainsong, Mode IV, Setting by Joe Cox ,  

Words from Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt 

Creator of the stars of night,  
your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ redeemer of us all 
we pray you hear us when we call. 

At your great name O Jesus now 
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 
all things on earth with one accord, 
like those in heav’n shall call you Lord. 

When this old world drew on toward night 
you came, but not in splendor bright, 
not as a monarch, but as a child 
of Mary, blameless mother mild. 

Come in your holy night, we pray, 
redeem us for eternal day; 
defend us while we dwell below 
from all assaults of our dread foe. 

In sorrow that the ancient curse 
should doom to death a universe, 
you came, O saviour, to set free 
your own in glorious liberty. 

To God the father, God the son,  
and God the spirit, three in one, 
praise, honour, might, and glory be 
from age to age eternally. 
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HYMN – Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (VU2) 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Sing: A Candle is Burning (VU 6) 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  

a candle of hope in December's dark night. 

While angels sing blessings  

from heaven's starry sky,  

our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

words Sandra Dean, 1986; music James R. Murray, 1887 

ADVENT INTRODUCTION – J. O. Y. 

GREETING GOD’S FAMILY 

Children and youth may join Sunday School 

in the lower church hall. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLY CONVERSATION  

 Here we are at the beginning of Advent, and 

we’re not ready.  We’re  not ready to look ahead 

to the coming of Jesus into the world and into our 

hearts.  We’re not ready to hear about the call for 

us to be part of God’s realm breaking into the 

world.  We’re not ready to be waiting anxiously for 

God to appear.  We’re not ready to be surprised 

by the way Jesus is in the world – as an infant, as  
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a boy or girl, as a woman or man in whose face we 

see the Christ. 

May we settle into this season of waiting and 

watching.  May we look both inward and outward 

for signs of the real truth in Jesus’ coming, with 

his message of peace and full life for all people.  

May we look past the glitz of the season in our 

culture of consuming, and see the brilliance of 

God’s advent, the wonder of the Spirit’s wind 

blowing across the world, and the hope that comes 

with a baby.  Amen. 

HYMN – Glad in the Darkness (MV 17) 

WORDS FROM OUR SCRIPTURES 

Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 2:1-5 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 

shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 

the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us 

his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’  For out 

of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 

the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between 

the  nations,  and shall  arbitrate for  many  peoples; 
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they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 

learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let 

us walk in the light of the Lord!  

 

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 

the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 

be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner 

of the house had known in what part of the night 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 


